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DANVILLE — The renowned singer of the national anthem
at Chicago Blackhawks games will open the third Balloons
Over Vermilion festival later this month with his “unique, yet
traditional rendition” of the “Star Spangled Banner.”
Tenor Jim Cornelison will be part of an opening ceremony on July 13 at the Vermilion Regional Airport north of
Danville.
As festival-goers
enter the airport
grounds on opening day, hundreds
of American ﬂags
— placed by Patriot
Guard Riders — will
line the highway in
CORNELISON
front of the airport
and the main drive into the facility.
The gates open at 3 p.m. July 13,
and the opening ceremony begins at 6 p.m.
A Texan T-6 warbird, ﬂown by local pilot Jay Schroeder,
will soar overhead immediately following the anthem. First
responders and the American Legion Riders motorcycle
club will lead the Parade of Pilots before the mass ascension of more than 30 hot air balloons.
“We want to show our appreciation for those who serve
and have served our great country,” said event co-chairman
Jim Anderson.
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equipment, and community members will he
installation.
Superintendent Dru Lobmaster said the co
build is tentatively scheduled for Aug. 17-18.
School board member
Tom Fultz will be recruiting
members of the ﬁre department and other emergency
volunteers to help with the
build, she added. Other
community members are also welcome.
It is projected that they will need more than
concrete and more than 50 bricks.
But the volunteers won’t be going it alone.
tative from the playground company will be o
provide direction.
Lobmaster said she hopes to write another
additional playground equipment next year.
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PAXTON CITY COUNCIL
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PAXTON — The Paxton City Council’s public
mittee plans to meet at 6 p.m. Thursday at Ci
discuss a potential “burning ban” ordinance.
If enough interest exists to create such an
ordinance, the council plans to vote on it
during its July 10 meeting.
When asked earlier this month for specifics on what the proposed ordinance would
restrict, Mike Wilson, the committee’s chairman, declined to say. The existing burning
ordinance restricts residents from burning
trash, but the burning of tree limbs and
leaves is permitted.
Wilson said he does not anticipate banning
ﬁres.
“I cannot imagine a scenario where we wou
burning of recreational ﬁres,” he said, “and, p
see no reason to ban smaller recreational ﬁre
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