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FUN AT BALLOONS OVER VERMILION
ZOEY RATCLIFF, from left,
Christabella Kimberling
and Reagan Ratcliff jump
in a bounce house Friday
afternoon in the Kids Zone
during the first day of
Balloons Over Vermilion.
More than 30 hot air
balloons will be featured
during a balloon launch at
6:30 p.m. today. The
balloon glow is scheduled
for 8:30 p.m. at the
Vermilion Regional Airport
on North Bowman Avenue.
Free shuttle service from
Lowe’s and Walmart on
North Vermilion Street
begins at 12:30 p.m.
today, with gates at the
airport opening at 1 p.m. In
addition to the balloons,
visitors can enjoy
entertainment, a car show,
archery demonstration, a
sand volleyball tournament
and food. Tethered balloon
rides begin at 6:30 p.m.,
with a laser light show at
9:15 p.m. Gates will close
at 10:30 p.m. For a
complete schedule of
today’s activities at
Balloons Over Vermilion,
please see Page 2A.
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Deb Edwards|Commercial-News

Thunder on the Vermilion coming up at the
“I’m really proud of it. It’s come a
long way in a year,” Freed said.
The playground had outdated and
DANVILLE – Following the return dangerous playground equipment.
of a hot air balloons event after a It has been replaced with a new
lengthy absence, a powerboat race wooden pirate ship play area and
will return to Danville next weekend. handicapped-accessible swings. Gao
More than 100 powerboats are Grotto members still want to upgrade
expected to take part in Thunder on some of the play surface with padthe Vermilion, a two-day event on ding.
The AMBUCS summer camp kids
July 20-21 on Lake Vermilion at the
have been coming to the Grotto for 50
Gao Grotto, 2400 Denmark Road.
The race is a fundraiser for Gao years, Freed said.
Powerboat racing
Grotto to finish an upgrade to its
It’s been 29 years since the
playground for special needs children
last
powerboat race here.
and make the Grotto’s bathrooms
“It was in 1990,” Freed said.
handicapped accessible. The playThe idea of having a powerboat race
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again here came to members after
AMBUCS Summer Camp.
they were trying to brainstorm
The Gao Grotto’s Buddy Freed said
BY JENNIFER BAILEY
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