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Ryan Carlton, Sunny Side Up, owned and piloted by Donna Carltonearly morning flight from the Vermilion Regional Airport on Sunday.
S TA F F R E P O R T

he 2022 Balloons Over Vermilion event was held at
Vermilion Regional Airport
Friday and Saturday.
Due to unfavorable flying
weather, many of the balloonrelated events were canceled,

T

however people were still able
to walk around the airport and
enjoy family-friendly activities
throughout the weekend.
The event reached record
attendance levels in 2021. As of
Monday afternoon, attendance
numbers for this year’s event
have not yet been released.

Garfield Elementary students were the host school for Balloons
Over Vermilion.

INSIDE: See more photos from the event on Page A4

Due to uncooperative weather over
the weekend, many of the balloonrelated events were canceled during
the Balloons Over Vermilion event
this year.
Two pilots from Champaign
County said it is better to be safe
than sorry, especially while flying a
hot air balloon.
Dave and Kathy Reineke have been
married for about 48 years, and one
thing they love to do as a couple is
pilot hot air balloons.
They have traveled to Vermilion
Regional Airport each year since
the annual Balloons Over Vermilion
event began in 2016.
“This is a great event,” Kathy said.
“It’s a well-run event (and) it’s a lot
of fun.”
Dave said f lying in Vermilion
County is often more interesting
than flying closer to home.
“You’ve got (Lake Vermilion) and
more big backyards to land in,” he
said. “We’re just wall-to-wall crops
in Champaign County.”
The couple has been piloting for
most of their marriage.
“A lot of people can look at a balloon and go, ‘Oh, that’s real pretty,’
and then go about their normal business,” Dave said. “And then a few of
us crazies have to do it.”
“He was one of the ones that had to
do it,” Kathy said.
Afraid of heights, Kathy had
expressed her feelings to Dave about
not wanting to go for a balloon ride
when he first started piloting 41
years ago. She had decided she would
be part of the liftoff and landing crew
instead.
“I said, ‘You’re never going to get
me in that little basket,’ but I eventually did,” Kathy said. “I went for a
ride and so I figured if he’s going to
do this, I might as well learn to fly,
too.” She has been flying for about
39 years now.
Dave said the couple was lucky
enough to live near an area club in
Champaign, so they got involved,
learned more about the ins and outs
of piloting hot air balloons and eventually hired someone to train them
beyond that.
Years later, they both said it is a
fun sport for them and their family.
The couple gets invited to different
festivals similar to Balloons Over
Vermilion, only they are all over the
world in places like Australia, New
Zealand, Thailand, Malaysia, Taiwan and more. Dave said they have
traveled most of Europe with their
balloons.
One thing they always make top
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priority, though, is safety,
so when weather is less than
favorable for flying, they don’t
take any chances.
“When you go to an event you
always want to have fun and
perform, but if we wouldn’t do
it at home then we shouldn’t be
doing it here,” Dave said after
the “Splash-n-Dash” event was
canceled Thursday night.
They often tell others they
would rather be wishing they
were in the air when they’re
on the ground because it is
much safer than the other way
around.
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The technology would be
a different option to inform
motorists of current and
expected rail blockages and
provide alternative routes to
avoid commute delays.
A quote received on a city
license, six Trainfo sensors,
eight Bluetooth sensors for
information at six crossings,
six dynamic message system
boards, data plans and support would cost $364,800
with a $34,400 annual fee
after the initial term and
$12,160 per crossing rate
per year.
Also Tuesday, the committee will have a public
hearing for acceptance of
public comments for the
2021 Consolidated Annual
Performance and Evaluation Report of the prior
Community Development
Block Grant Action Plan.

ble water supply in certain
areas. Green Wave ConsultingPage
LLC: A04
is contracted
with Freedom Oil Co. of
Bloomington to mitigate
a petroleum release from
Freedom’s former underground storage tanks at 212
S. Bowman Ave., according to a letter to the city.
They’re received approval
of a corrective action plan
from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
which proposed a limitedarea groundwater ordinance
to address groundwater
contamination for the site.
The proposed area also
consists of the properties:
South Street right-of-way
and residential sites at 836
and 838 South St. The city
sought engineering consultant Fehr-Graham’s opinion,
which stated “the imple-
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